Congenital diaphragmatic hernia: Bochdalek type.
Congenital Bochdalek hernias result in significant mortality in the newborn period. Forty-four cases over a nineteen year period are presented. The overall mortality is 34 per cent; however, it has decreased from 41 to 25 per cent in the last five years. The mortality of those patients less than 24 hours old remains high (33 per cent) but improved. We prefer the abdominal approach and believe that prolonged respiratory support will salvage a significant number of these critically ill infants.